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From the Dean’s Bench… 
  
Dear Colleagues, 

 

Unless you are one of our growing group of internet-savvy members receiving 

this electronically, by the time this issue reaches you we will have concluded 

our program season with the “From „C‟ To Shining „C‟!” Concert. I‟ll be 

reporting about it further in the next issue, but to our email recipients, I look 

forward to seeing you there. It will be music afternoon of great American 

composers, on a spectacular organ within a magnificent setting. 

 

Our program season may be over, but your very dedicated Board continues to 

meet, deliberate and plan for new and exciting offerings. We are now 

formulating programs for the 2009-2010 Season, and the Board welcomes 

suggestions from you. If you have an idea about an activity or program you 

would like to see happen, please let me know. 

 

After receiving some inquiries about placing ads in our website and 

newsletters, the Board has developed and adopted some advertising guidelines 

and a very reasonably-priced fee schedule. You, someone you know, and/or a 

group you may be affiliated with could receive potentially advantageous 

exposure through this inexpensive advertising window. Details are in this 

issue. 

 

You all should have received your renewal application forms from our very-

busy Registrar, Kevin Walsh. He is there to answer any questions you may 

have, and you can make his life a whole lot easier if you submit your renewal 

now. 

 

As a result of some expiring terms, several individuals have been nominated to 

Director positions on the Board. A ballot is included inside and I encourage 

you to vote. 

 

It has been a privilege to serve the Chapter as its Dean for the past 12 months, I 

appreciate everyone‟s unflagging support, and I look forward to being actively 

engaged with all of you in fulfilling its noble mission. 

 

Sincerely, 

John 
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Our Final Chapter Event will be held on 

Sunday, May 31, 2009 at 4pm 
 

 
 

FROM “C” TO SHINING “C” 

A CONCERT OF AMERICAN ORGAN MUSIC 

Larchmont Avenue Church 
60 Forest Avenue 

Larchmont, New York 
914/834.1800 

Our Host: Douglas Kostner 

 

We will have pot-luck reception at the Church, (no restaurant dinner), and I want to encourage 

members to bring finger food "table-ready" - that is, nothing that needs to chilled, warmed or coddled 

in any way, just needs to be unwrapped and eaten. We are expecting a large turnout from the 

Larchmont Avenue Church. Members should contact Alice and let her know what they will be 

bringing:  PAvouris@aol.com  

  

DIRECTIONS: 
Starting at the end of the Cross Westchester Expressway (287) in Port Chester, proceed Southwest 

toward Larchmont on Boston Post Road (Route1) for 6 miles. Make a right turn onto Larchmont 

Avenue. After.02 of a mile, turn left onto Forest Park Avenue.  
 

 

PLEASE USE THE POSTER ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE 
 TO HELP PUBLICIZE THIS EVENT! 

https://webmail.optimum.net/java_script:main.compose('new','t=PAvouris@aol.com')
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From „C‟ to Shining „C‟! 
 

A Concert of American Organ Music 
 

Presented by  

The Westchester Chapter  
AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS 

 

Sunday, May 31, 2009 at 4:00 PM 
 

The Larchmont Avenue Church 
60 Forest Park Avenue, Larchmont, N.Y. 10538 

Douglas Kostner, Host 

 
On the magnificent, new 4-manual 

James Konzelman Chancel Organ 
 

With works by James Biery, Dudley Buck, Robert Cherwien,  Emma Lou 

Diemer, Paul Hindemith, Larry King and others. 

  

___________________________ 

A reception will follow this free program 
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

For information, please call 914/962.2015 
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READS & MIXTURES 
 
 
CANFIELD, JEREMIAH ROBERT 
Our long-term member Jeremiah Robert Canfield died at his home on April 28. 

Robert was born in Glenwood City, WI, and earned his BA from Hamline University in St. Paul, 

MN. He served in the Army after graduating and then earned a MS degree at the Juilliard School of 

Music. He taught piano accompanied choruses and instrumentalists, and studied the organ for many 

years with Robert Owen. Robert served as Organist and Choir Director at Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church in New Rochelle for thirty-three years. 

He is survived by his wife Norma, to whom he was married for sixty-three years, his brother Thomas 

Harold, his sisters Helen Best and Ruth Olson, and many nieces and nephews. 

Contributions may be made to Jansen Hospice & Palliative Care, 69 Main Street, Tuckahoe, NY 

10707, or to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 30 Lockwood Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801. 
 

MILLS, ROBERT LEE  
Robert Lee Mills of White Plains, died on Friday, May 8 at age 101. 

He was born in Brooklyn on March 19, 1908. After receiving his BA from NYU, he earned all three 

degrees from the American Guild of Organists (AAGO, FAGO and ChM). The National Association 

of Music Therapy bestowed the R.M.T. (Registered Music Therapist) and he was a pioneer in the 

field of music therapy. For twenty-two years, he served as Director of Music at New 

York/Presbyterian Hospital in White Plains. Additionally, he was the organist and choir director of 

the White Plains Presbyterian Church for eleven years and served the Ridgeview Congregational 

Church for ten years. Robert was a member of the White Plains Presbyterian Church, serving as an 

elder and a deacon. He was a member of the Old Guard in White Plains and was granted honorary 

membership in that organization, taking charge of their glee club for many years in addition to 

providing music at their meetings. He was Past President of the Friends of White Plains Public 

Library and a room at the library was named in his honor. In 1994, the White Plains Historical 

Society named him Citizen Extraordinaire. He was a founding member of the White Plains Literary 

Chapter (later affiliated with the Literacy Volunteers of Westchester). He received a certificate of 

appreciation by the Library on his 100th birthday, and Mayor Delfino made a proclamation that that 

day was Robert L. Mills Day in the City of White Plains. 

His son, David Mills (Beth) and grandson Steven, all of Greenburgh, survive him. His wife, Eleanor, 

died in 2003.  

Memorial Contributions may be made to the White Plains Presbyterian Church, 39 North Broadway, 

White Plains, NY 10601. 
 

2009-2010 YEARBOOK 
Why not also consider taking out an ad to help pay the cost of producing the yearbook? You might 

either take out a personal ad or ask your favorite music store or choral group to take one. We have 

purposely kept the ad rate low (same as last year) to encourage new ads. 
  

AGO REGIONAL CONVENTION 
There still is time to register for the July AGO regional convention in Boston. Visit some famous 

concert halls, churches, historic sites, and museums. This cultural metropolis, filled with architectural 

gems, is the perfect spot for Region II's convention. For more information, go to the Convention 

website http://www.agoboston2009.com/ 

 

http://www.agoboston2009.com/
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AGO WESTCHESTER BOARD POLICY  

AND GUIDELINES ON ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

Adopted January 20, 2009 and May 19, 2009 

POLICY STATEMENT: 

The Chapter shall accept paid advertising it deems appropriate for its publications and website from individuals and 

organizations.  

GUIDELINES: 

1. Advertisements may be accepted from individuals, houses of worship, schools, organ builders, companies that 

sell choir robes, music publications, offers organ tours, organ recitals, etc.   

2. Advertisements shall not contain controversial material, political material, or material purporting that a point of 

view, religious tenet, culture or class of individuals are in some way superior to another. 

3. The Advertisement Committee shall include the Registrar, Webmaster and Newsletter Editor(s), and shall:  

a. Establish and promulgate a fee schedule 

b. Review the appropriateness of advertisements submitted for publication, and make case-by-case 

recommendations to the Board for approval. 

4. Paid advertisements will be accepted, in advance, for insertion in the Annual Directory/Yearbook, Website, and 

Newsletter, with the charges as indicated in the fee schedule. 

FEE SCHEDULE: 

Annual Directory / Yearbook 

 a. Quarter Page:       $25 

b. Half Page:       $50 

 c. Full Page:       $75  

Website 

 a. Each Link to another site:     $50 / year    

 b. Each Paragraph, up to 5 lines of text:    $75 / year 

 c. Each image, graphic, logo, etc., provided by the requestor:  $50 additional / year 

 d. Custom graphics:       As recommended by Webmaster 

 Newsletter 

 a. Each Link to a website:      $20 / insertion, or  $100 / year  

 b. Each Paragraph, up to 5 lines of text:    $40 / insertion, or  $200 / year 

 c. Each image, graphic, logo, etc., provided by the requestor:  $10 add‟l/insertion, or $50 add‟l/yr. 

 d. Custom graphics:       As rec. by Newsletter Editor(s) 
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WESTCHESTER CHAPTER  
OFFICIAL ELECTION BALLOT 

 

//  Vote by circling names, writing-in the name of your choice, or check “Entire Slate” // 

 
Director ‘11:   Tim Keenan-Devlin __________________ 
Director '11:  Joe Nigro   __________________ 
Director '12: Karen Longwell  __________________ 
Director '12: Laura Ravotti  __________________ 
 

All of these terms will begin on July 1, 2009. 

 

⁪  CHECK HERE TO VOTE FOR ENTIRE SLATE 
 

 

Ballots must be signed: _________________________ 
Signature 

Tear off ballot and send via Postal Mail to: 

Ralph Burkhart, Secretary 
 

 

BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY JUNE 15, 2009 

 

YOUR VOTE IS IMPORTANT!! 
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CONCERT    CALENDAR 
      Submissions from our Membership are Welcome!     

 

 

 
 

June 6 ï Saturday ï 7:00PM 
Twiggy and the Styxx performs “A Spring Evening of Cool Jazz”, a Coffee-House-style concert in the 

Zoeller Center, Saint Augustine‟s Church, 140 Maple Avenue, New City. Suggested donation is 

$10.00. For information, please contact the music office at 845/634.3641, e-mail us at 

treasurehousemus@aol.com, or visit the website at www.staugnewcity.org. 

  

June 7 ï Sunday ï 4:00PM 
Three Organists Spectacular, featuring Kathryn Jones, Joseph Nigro & Thomas Zachacz in works by 

Alain, Bach, Ibert, Boëllmann, and others. Huguenot Memorial Church, 901 Pelhamdale Avenue, 

Pelham. This concert is a benefit for Huguenot Church's summer mission trips to Nicaragua 

and a Native North American Reservation in Walpole Island, Ontario, Canada. The suggested 

donation is $10.00.  914/738.3488 

 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR REGISTRAR 
 

All members should have received their dues renewal notices for the year beginning July 1, 2009.  I‟ve already 

received payment from many of you -- thanks very much. If you haven‟t sent your renewal in, please do so as 

soon as possible. Your prompt renewal eliminates the hassle and cost of sending follow-up notices, helps us 

get the annual directory out promptly, and ensures that your subscription to The American Organist is not 

interrupted. 

If you‟re holding off on sending in your renewal because your directory information might change, please go 

ahead and renew now. You can always send in updated information later, and any changes received by 

September 1 will be included in the directory.   

If you didn‟t receive your form, or if you misplaced it and need another, please call me (914/376.5907) or e-

mail me (krwkrwkrw@aol.com) and I‟ll get another one out to you. 

  

Kevin Walsh, Registrar 

 

 

mailto:treasurehousemus@aol.com
http://www.staugnewcity.org/
mailto:krwkrwkrw@aol.com
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SOME ACTUAL EMPTY BENCHES 

 
Organist (part-time) -- Christ Church on Quaker Hill, an interdenominational church located in 

Pawling, seeks an organist to work under our Director of Music. There is one Sunday service at 

10:00AM with choir rehearsal before the service (most weeks), as well as a weekday-evening 

rehearsal. Additional services include Christmas Eve, a Sunday-afternoon Epiphany service, Maundy 

Thursday, two church concerts, and others. Weddings and funerals bring extra compensation. Allen 

organ. Send salary requirements, cover letter and resume to: The Reverend Mark Allan, Christ 

Church on Quaker Hill, 17 Church Road, Pawling, NY 12564 or Revmallan@comcast.net   

 

Organist (interim) -- St. Luke's Episcopal Church has an immediate opening for an interim organist, 

starting June 7th. Rehearsal with choir at 9:00AM with service at 10:30AM. (Summer services are at 

9:30AM with soloist.) Beckerath organ. The fee is $200.00 per Sunday. Contact Joyce Ottinger at 

joyce_ottinger@yahoo.com 

 

If you're available & interested --  in playing all weekends in August this summer, e-mail Joe at 

treasurehousemus@aol.com or on cell phone at 914/318.3268.  Good pay, 4-manual organ. 

  

 

 
 

mailto:Revmallan@comcast.net
mailto:joyce_ottinger@yahoo.com
mailto:treasurehousemus@aol.com
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FROM YOUR NEWSPAPER EDITORSé 
 

Thank you all for your cooperation in getting your material TO US by the 20
th

 of each preceding 

month. We want to be able to deliver the Newsletter to you on or about the 1
st
 of each month, and it 

takes a week or more to finalize the copy and layout, get it to and from the printer, and address, stamp 

and mail all of the copies.  

The Trompette is sent out by email, and by regular mail to those Members without an email address. 

The electronic versions are sent out immediately after finalization, but processing the printed copies 

can take a week or more, plus the delivery of the regular postal mail can additionally take a week or 

more. If you have an email address, but are presently receiving your copy by postal mail, consider 

receiving it electronically instead, saving the Chapter postage expense. Send your email address to: 

lvsimmonds@hotmail.com 

Kindly do not send in items more than once.  For the Concert Calendar, include event, date, time, 

location, cost (if any) and an information phone number.  (Incomplete or unclear submissions cannot 

be printed.) Due to space constraints, articles and notices are edited. 

If you have provided a notice for the “Empty Benches” section, please be advised that postings 

will be carried for 3 calendar months unless we are advised that the position has either been 

filled or is still active. Newest listings appear first. Listings carried more than one month will be 

arranged alphabetically by organization and will indicate the month they were first run. We 

appreciate your cooperation in keeping The Trompette accurate and up-to-date. 

Send your concert notices, articles, and other materials to: 

E-mail: (preferable): PLEYGUY@aol.com   (Compose in MS Word, if possible) 

Postal Mail: T. Zachacz, The Trompette,  

The Dean and the Executive Board encourage our Members to send informative articles and any 

other items of interest for publication in the Newsletter. 

Thank you! 

Lois Simmonds & Thomas Zachacz 
Editors, 

The Trompette  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

javascript:main.compose('new',%20't=Simmonds%20Lois%20%3Clvsimmonds@hotmail.com%3E')
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Here is the LATEST issue of the  

Westchester Chapter AGO Newsletter….. 

 

Inside: 

 
Short Concert Calendar; Some Actual Empty Benches (at last); 

An Important Message from our Registrar; Obituaries for 

Robert Canfield & Robert Mills.                                              yeah. 

 
 

Please mark your calendar now 
 so you wonôt miss an important date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westchester Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

The Trompette 
Lois Simmonds &  

Thomas Zachacz, Editors 


