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From the Dean’s Bench… 
  

Dear Colleagues, 

 

Those of you who were fortunate enough to have participated in our September 

meeting now have some useful pointers on incorporating improvisation into 

your worship service. Many thanks to Frank Miller for preparing such an 

interesting presentation and for hosting that event. In addition to his 

presentation, Frank provided us with some fascinating background on the 

history of the estate on which First Baptist Church is now located, and 

specifically of the elegant home of the Church‟s benefactor, where we enjoyed 

our post-program refreshments. 

 

While engaged in our refreshments, it was my privilege and pleasure to 

recognize Edna Neff Schloton for the many years of dedicated service and 

leadership provided to the Chapter‟s membership and to its Board. Many took 

the opportunity to personally thank her for her tireless efforts on behalf of the 

Chapter, and expressed our appreciation for the friendships enjoyed and the 

countless acts of kindness she imparted over the years to so many of her 

colleagues. To further honor her, several of the delicious refreshment items 

were prepared by members from recipes found in her cookbook, Preludes and 

Postludes. Many thanks to Sub-Dean Alice Avouris for all her efforts in 

making the reception a spectacular success. 

 

Webmaster Virginia Bender has updated our website with photos and info 

from this program, so check them out! agowestchester.org 

 

Most of our new season is still awaits us. Several new members have joined 

after attending one of our programs and seeing for themselves the many 

advantages of becoming part of such an active and “user-friendly” Chapter. So 

be sure to keep putting our brochure into the hands of potentially-interested 

individuals and inviting them to one of our programs this season. They will be 

glad you did! 

 

Sincerely, 

John 
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM OUR RECEPTION 

FOR EDNA SCHLOTON 
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JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT 

PROGRAM OF THE  SEASON! 
 

Sunday, October 18 at 4:00PM 
 

The Chorale as 

Cantus Firmus 

 

 
 

Presenter: Robert Fertitta 

Memorial United Methodist Church, White Plains. 
250 Bryant Avenue 

White Plains, NY 

914/949.2146 

This event will be hosted by Carlton E. Maaia II 

 

 

Directions from the Cross-Westchester Expressway (287): 

 

FROM EAST: Going West on 287, take Exit 9N-S toward the Hutchinson Parkway/Merritt 

Parkway/Whitestone Bridge. Proceed on Westchester Avenue and take the Hutchinson Parkway Exit 

9S toward the Whitestone Bridge. Then take the RT-127 N Exit, (Exit 25) toward White Plains. Turn 

right onto North Street. Turn left onto Bryant Avenue, and the Church will be on your right. 

 

FROM WEST: Going East on 287, take Exit 9A toward Brewster, but bear right onto Westchester 

Avenue. Turn right onto Bryant Avenue. Continue through the intersection at North Street, and the 

Church will be on your right. 
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WESTCHESTER AGO  

 

2009-2010 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
 

 

November 15, 2009, Sunday, 4PM:  Anthem Rehearsal 

Techniques.  

Presenter: Dr. Robert Lau 

Host: Dr. John King, Hitchcock Presbyterian Church, 

Scarsdale. 
  

January 3, 2010 Twelfth Night Gathering 

Hosts: Joe & Michelle Nigro 
  

February 7, 2010, Sunday, 4PM: Historical Organ Methods.  

Presenter: Dr. Robert Chase 

Host: Dr. Robert Chase, Church of the Highlands, White 

Plains. 

(SNOW DATE is 2/21/10). 
  

March 6, 2010, SATURDAY, 10:30 AM – 2:30 PM, Preparation 

for AGO Certification & Advancement Workshop. 

Presenter: Dr. Jan-Piet Knijff 

Host: Donald Butt, The Church of St. Barnabas, Irvington. 
  

May 23, 2010, Sunday, 4PM: Member Recital. 

Coordinator: Alice Avouris 

Host: Andrew Sheranian, Christ’s Church, Rye. 
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READS & MIXTURES 
 

Please take a moment to set your browser for www.agowestchester.org and 
check out our Chapter’s Website. It’s a handy place to find a list of our 
current officers, our program schedule, photographs from meetings and local 
organs. We acknowledge Virginia Bender for creating a website we can all be 
proud of. The main pages are: 
  
http://agowestchester.org/recentmeetings-2009-09september.htm 
  
http://agowestchester.org/churchinthehighlands.htm 
  
 

 

”LOOKING FOR WORKERS!!”    
 

The Executive Committee has positions & tasks to be filled by those of you who would like to have 

an increased role in the work and activities of the Chapter. Do your colleagues and yourself a service 

by volunteering to head up one of these important activities: 

 

Chapter Historian 

 

Hospitality Coordinator 
(Organize refreshments for the year or for one event. Chef skills not required!) 

 

Publicity Coordinator 

 

 

 I  n  t  e  r  e  s  t  e  d  ? 
 

 Please contact the Dean with any questions. 

 

 

 

 

http://agowestchester.org/recentmeetings-2009-09september.htm
http://agowestchester.org/churchinthehighlands.htm
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EMPTY BENCHES. 
 
 

Substitute (or permanent) Organist/Pianist (First announcement) -- to play Sunday morning 

service, 10:00am, beginning immediately. This is a small congregation affiliated with the Reformed 

Church in America. The congregation loves good organ music and has a core of singers who 

occasionally enjoy forming a choir. They would like someone to fill the position on a permanent 

basis. Choir directing would be optional and salary would be negotiable. Applicants for the 

permanent position should submit a resume. Substitute pay is $150.00. Hawthorne Reformed Church, 

65 Broadway, Hawthorne, NY 10532. Contact Susan Lehmkuhl, Church secretary, 914-769-2920 

Ext. 10 and leave a message. 

 

Organist/Music Director (First announcement) – Roman-Catholic parish of 2,000 families seeks 

an organist to accompany five weekend services. Other duties include directing adult and children‟s 

choirs, and accompanying the bilingual choir. Salary is negotiable. Please contact Father Morris at St. 

Bernard's Church in White Plains, NY, 949-2111 or  

RM5154@yahoo.com. 

 

 
 

 CONCERT CALENDAR 
 

October 18 ï 4:30 PM 
Organ Recital -- featuring Matthew Phelps and assisted by Scott Wheatley, baritone. Organ works by 
Vierne, Bach, Bernstein and Liszt, along with selected vocal works. The Reformed Church of 
Bronxville, 180 Pondfield Rd. Bronxville, NY 10708. Free admission and handicapped accessible. 
914/337.6776 or www.reformedchurch.org 
 
October 18 ï 7:00 PM 
Organ Recital -- Three Organists Spectacular, featuring Kathryn Jones, Joseph Nigro, and Thomas 
Zachacz. Works by Bach, Franck, Mendelssohn, Walther, Vierne, Karg-Elert, Bruhns and others.  A 
reception follows in the Church Hall. Saint Augustine Church, 140 Maple Avenue, New City, NY 
10956. Suggested offering $10. 845/634.2407. 

 
October 30 ï 8:00 PM 
Organ Recital ï Halloween Spook Concert, featuring Frank Miller. Listen to three different organs at the 
First Baptist Church, 456 North Street, White Plains, NY 10605. 914/949.5207 
 

mailto:RM5154@yahoo.com
http://www.reformedchurch.org/
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THE ACDA EASTERN DIVISION  

IS PARTNERING WITH THE AGO FOR            

 A  DIVISIONAL CONFERENCE  
 

 

 

Breaking new ground, the American Guild of Organists (AGO) and the American 
Choral Directors Association (ACDA) are working in cooperation to make the ACDA 
Eastern Divisional Conference in Philadelphia, February 11ï13, 2010, a magnificent 
experience for both organizations. ACDA is extending its discounted ACDA member 
registration rate to AGO members attending the winter conference in Philadelphia. This 
will allow AGO members to attend the three-day conference while enjoying financial 
savings on registration rates. 
Conference presenters will include Helmut Rilling, Helen Kemp, and ACDA Executive 
Director Timothy Sharp, along with the Conspirare choral ensemble from Austin, Texas, 
and choirs from Temple University and Westminster Choir College. Several honor 
choirs also will be performing. 
Of particular interest to AGO members is the first-ever United in Praise Festival Chorus, 
which will draw its members from select church and synagogue choirs in the ACDA 
Eastern Division states (Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, 
Massachusetts, Maine, Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and the 
District of Columbia). This 200-voice choir will be presented in worship at the United 
in Praise Interfaith Worship Service on Friday, February 12, at 5:00 p.m., at the First 
Baptist Church of Philadelphia. After a day of rehearsals with Craig Courtney, noted 
American composer of sacred music and editor for Beckenhorst Press, the chorus will be 
ready for a major role in the service. 
AGO members are invited to recommend this opportunity to their choirs. There are 
high expectations for the singers; the music will be uplifting and of varying styles, 
satisfying the desire for quality and for inspiration. For more information, please visit 
the ACDA Eastern Division Web site and click on United in Praise Festival Chorus. 
There you will find detailed information and application forms. 
Please note: space is limited to 200 singers for the Festival Chorus. The postmark 
deadline for application is October 1, 2009. 
For further information, please e-mail Ken Steele, Chairman, Music in Worship 
Repertoire and Standards, ACDA Eastern Division, at krsteele45@comcast.net with 
"Festival Chorus" in the subject line. 
 
 

http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmericanGuildofOrgan/1f78f24e8b/4f8f511b81/88f0049815
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmericanGuildofOrgan/1f78f24e8b/4f8f511b81/88f0049815
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmericanGuildofOrgan/1f78f24e8b/4f8f511b81/8b7d3d1fc3
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?AmericanGuildofOrgan/1f78f24e8b/4f8f511b81/cd7e7e875c
mailto:krsteele45@comcast.net
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FROM YOUR NEWSPAPER EDITORSé 
 

Thank you all for your cooperation in getting your material TO US by the 20
th

 of each preceding 

month. We want to be able to deliver the Newsletter to you on or about the 1
st
 of each month, and it 

takes a week or more to finalize the copy and layout, get it to and from the printer, and address, stamp 

and mail all of the copies.  

The Trompette is sent out by email, and by regular mail to those Members without an email address. 

The electronic versions are sent out immediately after finalization, but processing the printed copies 

can take a week or more, plus the delivery of the regular postal mail can additionally take a week or 

more. If you have an email address, but are presently receiving your copy by postal mail, consider 

receiving it electronically instead, saving the Chapter postage expense. Send your email address to: 

lvsimmonds@hotmail.com 

Kindly do not send in items more than once.  For the Concert Calendar, include event, date, time, 

location, cost (if any) and an information phone number.  (Incomplete or unclear submissions cannot 

be printed.) Due to space constraints, articles and notices are edited. 

If you have provided a notice for the “Empty Benches” section, please be advised that postings 

will be carried for 3 calendar months unless we are advised that the position has either been 

filled or is still active. Newest listings appear first. Listings carried more than one month will be 

arranged alphabetically by organization and will indicate the month they were first run. We 

appreciate your cooperation in keeping The Trompette accurate and up-to-date. 

Send your concert notices, articles, and other materials to: 

E-mail: (preferable): PLEYGUY@aol.com   (Compose in MS Word, if possible) 

Postal Mail: T. Zachacz, The Trompette, 33 Barker Avenue, 3B, White Plains, NY 10601 

The Dean and the Executive Board encourage our Members to send informative articles and any 

other items of interest for publication in the Newsletter. 

Thank you! 

Lois Simmonds & Thomas Zachacz 
Editors, 

The Trompette  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

javascript:main.compose('new',%20't=Simmonds%20Lois%20%3Clvsimmonds@hotmail.com%3E')
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Here is the LATEST issue of the  

Westchester Chapter AGO Newsletter….. 

 

Inside: 

 
Learn all about Chorales employed as canti firmi at our next 

meeting; Read the News about the NCDA’s joint convention; 

View our irrepressible Schedule of Events for the 2009 -- 2010 

Season; Concert Calendar and Empty Benches.                                        

 
Please mark your calendar now 

 so you wonôt miss an important date! 
 
 

 

 

 

Westchester Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

The Trompette 
Lois Simmonds &  

Thomas Zachacz, Editors 


